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T E C H N I C A L S T A N D A R D O P E R A T I N G PROCEDURE
D E C O N T A M I N A T I O N

1.0 PURPOSE

The purpose of this Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is to provide instructions for
decontamination of sampling equipment and f i e l d personnel. Decontamination is necessary to
protect personnel and to minimize the potential for cross-contamination of samples. T h i s
procedure is to be used by MK employees assigned to the Vasquez Boulevard/I-70 pro j e c t and
their subcontractors.

2.0 SCOPE

T h i s procedure covers activities associated with decontamination of sample equipment and
personnel. A d d i t i o n a l requirements for personnel decontamination may be s p e c i f i e d in the S i t e
H e a l t h and Safety Plan.

3.0 RESPONSIBILITIES

AH F i e l d Personnel will be responsible for per forming personal and equipment decontamination
a f t e r sampl ing at each location and at the end of the day in accordance with these procedures.

The F i e l d S u p e r v i s o r will be re spons ib l e for training f i e l d personnel in a p p r o p r i a t e
decontamination procedures as well as verifying implementation of this procedure through
surveillance.

The S i t e Manager will be responsible for ensuring that all personnel are trained to this procedure.

4.0 DECONTAMINATION

4.1 Personnel will remove d i s po sab l e gloves f o l l o w i n g co l l e c t ion of each sample . Gloves will
contained in a plas t i c bag and di spo s ed as municipal waste. All personnel and c lo thing will
be inspected f o l l o w i n g sample collect ion at each p r o p e r t y and, if necessary,
decontaminated to remove any pot ent ia l harmful substances that may have adhered to
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T E C H N I C A L S T A N D A R D O P E R A T I N G PROCEDURE
D E C O N T A M I N A T I O N

them. Dispo sab l e , pre-moistened wipes will be available for personnel to wash their fac e
and hands.

4.2 The equipment used for sample co l l e c t i on, inc luding hand augers, bowls and trowels, will
be decontaminated between sample s co l l ec t ed for separate compos i t e s , between sampl e s
col lected for discrete sampl ing and analysis, and f o l l o w i n g the last sampl e co l l e c t i on daily.
S a m p l i n g equipment and too l s will be decontaminated immedia t e ly f o l l o w i n g sample
c o l l e c t i on at the l o c a t i o n / p r o p e r t y from which the sample was c o l l e c t ed by the f o l l o w i n g
procedure:
• Wash with a low- or non-phosphate detergent and tap water using a brush as

necessary
• T r i p l e rinsed with deionized water
• A f t e r decontamination, equipment and too l s will be protected by plac ing them in

clean containers and taking care not to a l l o w contact with surface s o i l s

4.3 S a m p l e preparation tools, including drying pans, sieves, and spatulas , will be
decontaminated between samples by the f o l l o w i n g procedure:
• Wash with a low- or non-phosphate detergent and tap water
• T r i p l e rinse with deionized water
• A f t e r decontamination, equipment and t o o l s will be pro t e c t ed by p l a c i n g them in

clean containers and taking care not to a l low contact with surface s o i l s

4.4 Rinsate blanks will be co l l e c t ed at a rate of 5% (one in twenty decontaminations). The
rinsate blank will be co l l ec ted by pouring deionized water over decontaminated equipment
and col lec t ing the rinsate in a 500-mL cert i f i ed clean po lye thyl ene bot t l e . The sample will
be preserved using nitric acid to pH<2, and submitted to an o f f - s i t e laboratory for t o ta l
arsenic and lead analyses.

4.5 Decontamination rinsate will be d i s p o s e d in accordance with the Technica l Standard
Operating Procedure for Inves t igat ion Derived Wast e Management.
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